


Kritika Yadav, CFP USA is a passionate advocate of long-term
investing and value-based investment strategies. With a deep
belief in intrinsic value assessment and fundamental analysis,
she follows the timeless principles of her idol, Warren Buffett.
Her investment philosophy centers on patience, discipline, and
the power of compound growth through carefully selected,
undervalued securities.
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Investment Approach: Long-term value investing focused on
businesses with strong competitive moats, excellent management,
and predictable cash flows.

1. Warren Buffett - The Oracle of Omaha



Buy wonderful businesses at fair prices
Hold forever mentality
Focus on intrinsic value over market sentiment
Invest within your circle of competence

Key Principles:

Case Study: Coca-Cola Investment (1988) Buffett began purchasing
Coca-Cola shares in 1988 at $2.50 per share (split-adjusted). Despite
critics calling it overpriced, he saw the brand's global dominance and
consistent cash generation. By 2023, this investment has returned
over 2,000%, proving the power of quality businesses held long-term.

Key Quote: "Our favorite holding period is forever." 



Investment Approach: Growth at a Reasonable Price (GARP) strategy
combining growth potential with reasonable valuations.

2. Peter Lynch - The Growth at a
Reasonable Price Master



Invest in what you know
Look for companies growing faster than their P/E ratios
Focus on earnings growth sustainability
Small and mid-cap focus for maximum potential

Key Principles:

Case Study: Dunkin' Donuts (1982-1986) Lynch discovered Dunkin'
Donuts through personal observation, noticing consistently long lines
and quality products. He invested when the company was expanding
rapidly but trading at reasonable multiples. The stock returned over
1,000% during his holding period as the franchise model proved highly
scalable.

Key Quote: "Behind every stock is a company. Find out what it's doing."



Investment Approach: Deep value investing based on rigorous
fundamental analysis and margin of safety.

3. Benjamin Graham - The Father
of Value Investing



Buy stocks trading below intrinsic value
Maintain significant margin of safety
Focus on financial strength and asset values
Emotional discipline in market volatility

Key Principles:

Case Study: GEICO Insurance (1948) Graham identified GEICO when
it was trading at a fraction of its intrinsic value despite having a
superior business model in auto insurance. His $712,000 investment
eventually grew to over $400 million, demonstrating the power of
identifying undervalued quality businesses.

Key Quote: "Behind every stock is a company. Find out what it's doing."



Investment Approach: Systematic, principles-based investing using
economic cycles and global macro strategies.

4. Ray Dalio - The Principles-
Based Investor



Diversification across asset classes and geographies
Understanding economic cycles and debt cycles
Risk parity approach
Systematic decision-making processes

Key Principles:

Case Study: 2008 Financial Crisis Navigation Dalio's Bridgewater Pure
Alpha fund gained 9.5% in 2008 while most hedge funds lost heavily.
His systematic approach to understanding debt cycles and preparing
for economic downturns allowed the fund to profit during one of the
worst financial crises in history.

Key Quote: "He who lives by the crystal ball will eat shattered glass."



Investment Approach: Multidisciplinary thinking combined with
patient, rational decision-making and quality business focus.

 5. Charlie Munger - The Rational
Thinking Investor



Mental models from multiple disciplines
Focus on quality businesses with pricing power
Patience and selectivity in investments
Avoiding cognitive biases

Key Principles:

Case Study: Daily Journal Corporation As Chairman of Daily Journal,
Munger transformed a traditional legal newspaper business into a
technology company serving courts. His patient approach and
willingness to evolve the business model while maintaining strong
balance sheet principles exemplifies his rational investing approach.

Key Quote: "It is remarkable how much long-term advantage people
like us have gotten by trying to be consistently not stupid, instead of
trying to be very intelligent."



Investment Approach: Low-cost, broad market index investing for
long-term wealth creation.

6. John Bogle - The Index Fund
Pioneer



Keep costs extremely low
Diversify broadly across the market
Stay invested for the long term
Don't try to time the market

Key Principles:

Case Study: Vanguard 500 Index Fund (1976) Bogle launched the first
index fund available to individual investors, initially raising only $11
million and facing industry ridicule. Today, the fund has grown to over
$800 billion, proving that low-cost, broad diversification beats most
active strategies over time.

Key Quote: "Don't look for the needle in the haystack. Just buy the
haystack!"



Investment Approach: Contrarian investing with heavy emphasis on
risk management and market cycles. 

7. Howard Marks - The Risk-
Conscious Investor



Second-level thinking
Understanding market cycles and sentiment
Focus on risk-adjusted returns
Contrarian positioning in market extremes

Key Principles:

Case Study: Distressed Debt in 2008-2009 During the financial crisis,
Marks raised $6 billion for distressed debt investing when credit
markets were frozen. His contrarian approach and understanding that
"this too shall pass" allowed Oaktree to generate exceptional returns
as markets recovered.

Key Quote: "The road to long-term investment success runs through
risk control more than through aggressiveness."



Investment Approach: Deep value investing with absolute focus on
downside protection and margin of safety.

8. Seth Klarman - The Margin of
Safety Advocate



Substantial margin of safety in all investments
Patient opportunistic investing
Focus on absolute returns over relative performance
Willingness to hold cash when opportunities are scarce

Key Principles:

Case Study: Post-2008 Bank Investments Klarman invested heavily
in undervalued bank securities after the 2008 crisis when they were
trading at deep discounts to book value. His patient approach and
focus on strong balance sheets allowed Baupost Group to generate
significant returns as the banking sector recovered.

Key Quote: "The single greatest edge an investor can have is a long-
term orientation."



Investment Approach: Quantitative value investing using systematic
screening for quality and value metrics.

9. Joel Greenblatt - The Magic
Formula Creator



Systematic approach to finding undervalued quality stocks
Focus on return on capital and earnings yield
Patience with short-term underperformance
Simplicity in investment selection

Key Principles:

Case Study: Gotham Capital Performance Greenblatt's hedge fund
achieved average annual returns of over 50% from 1985-2005 by
systematically applying his value principles. His Magic Formula
approach of buying quality businesses at cheap prices consistently
outperformed market indices over extended periods.

Key Quote: "Figure out what something is worth and pay a lot less." 



Investment Approach: Growth investing focused on disruptive
innovation and transformative technologies.

10. Cathie Wood - The Innovation
Investor



Focus on companies driving technological disruption
Five key innovation platforms: DNA sequencing, robotics,
artificial intelligence, energy
storage, and blockchain
High conviction, concentrated positions
Long-term growth orientation

Key Principles:

Case Study: Tesla Investment (2018-2021) Wood began heavily
investing in Tesla when it was around $250 per share, believing in the
electric vehicle revolution and autonomous driving potential. Despite
significant volatility, her conviction in disruptive technology trends led
to substantial gains as Tesla became the world's most valuable
automaker.

Key Quote: "We believe we are investing in the future."



Key Lessons from the Masters
Universal Principles Across All Great Investors:

1. Long-term Orientation: All successful investors think in years and
decades, not months or quarters.

2. Emotional Discipline: They maintain rationality during market
extremes, buying when others are fearful and selling when others are
greedy.

3. Focus on Business Fundamentals: Whether growth or value
focused, they understand the underlying businesses they invest in.

4. Risk Management: Great investors think about what they can lose
before considering what they can gain.

5. Continuous Learning: They adapt their strategies while maintaining
core principles, constantly learning from both successes and failures.

6. Patience and Selectivity: Quality over quantity they wait for the
right opportunities rather than constantly trading.



1. Define Your Investment Goals
Determine your time horizon
Assess your risk tolerance
Clarify your financial objectives

2. Choose Your Core Strategy
Value investing (Graham, Buffett approach)
Growth investing (Lynch, Wood approach)
Index investing (Bogle approach)
Hybrid approaches combining multiple strategies

3. Develop Your Selection Criteria
Financial metrics that matter to you
Quality indicators you value
Valuation methods you trust

4. Create Your Risk Management Rules
Position sizing guidelines
Stop-loss or review triggers
Diversification parameters

5. Build Emotional Discipline
Regular review schedules
Decision-making frameworks
Methods to avoid behavioral biases

Building Your Investment Philosophy
Drawing inspiration from these legendary investors, consider
these steps to develop your own approach:



The greatest investors in history share common traits that transcend
specific strategies or time periods. They combine analytical rigor with
emotional discipline, maintain long-term perspectives while adapting
to changing markets, and never stop learning from both successes and
failures. 

As we study these masters, remember that there is no single path to
investment success. The key is f inding an approach that matches
your temperament, time horizon, and goals, then executing it with
discipline and patience. 

Whether you follow Buffett's patient value approach, Lynch's growth
strategy, or Bogle's index methodology, the principles of thorough
research, long-term thinking, and emotional discipline will serve you
well in building lasting wealth.

Remember: The stock market is a voting machine in the short run, but
a weighing machine in the long run. Focus on the fundamentals, stay
disciplined, and let time work in your favor.

Conclusion



About Kritika Yadav, CFP USA
Kritika Yadav brings years of financial planning expertise with a
specialization in long-term wealth creation strategies. Her approach
combines the timeless wisdom of value investing legends with modern
portfolio theory to help clients build sustainable wealth. Following in
the footsteps of her idol Warren Buffett, she believes that patience,
discipline, and focus on intrinsic value are the cornerstones of
successful investing. 
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